ADULT GUARDIANSHIP LEGISLATION
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Adult abuse, neglect and self-neglect have been overlooked and hidden.  In response to this need, the Adult Guardianship Legislation has been developed.

This legislation provides tools to help plan for your wishes regarding monies and care, including health care if the time comes that you are unable to do so for yourself.  It also provides tools to assist someone who may be suffering from abuse, neglect or self-neglect.

More information on the “Adult Guardianship Legislation” can be 

obtained from the Public Guardian and Trustee of BC website: 

http://www.trustee.bc.ca
Adults have a right not

to be abused or neglected
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
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The Adult Guardianship Act is to be administered and interpreted in accordance with guiding principles.

· All adults are entitled to live in the manner they wish and to accept or refuse support, assistance or protection as long as they do not harm others and they are capable of making decisions about those matters;

· All adults should receive the most effective, but the least restrictive and intrusive form of support, assistance or protection when they are unable to care for themselves or their assets.

· The court should not be asked to appoint, and should not appoint, decision-makers or guardians until alternatives have been carefully considered or tried.  

· Until the contrary is demonstrated, every adult is presumed to be capable of making decisions about personal care, health care, legal matters or about the adult's financial affairs, business or assets.

· An adult's way of communicating with others is not grounds for deciding that he or she is incapable of making decisions.

Revised February 2002
RECOGNIZING ABUSE
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Abuse is the deliberate mistreatment of an adult that causes the adult physical, mental, emotional or financial harm, including damage to or loss of assets.  Abuse includes: intimidation, humiliation, physical assault, sexual assault, over-medication, withholding needed medication, censoring mail, invasion or denial of privacy, and denial of access to visitors.

Neglect is any failure to provide necessary care, assistance, guidance or attention to an adult that causes, or has the potential to cause physical, mental or emotional harm, or damage to or loss of assets.  Neglect may or may not be deliberate.
Self-neglect means failure of an adult to take care of self that causes, or has the potential to cause, serious harm to oneself or damage to or loss of assets.  This includes living in grossly unsanitary conditions, suffering from an untreated illness or injury, malnutrition, or creating a hazardous situation that will likely cause serious physical harm to the adult or others.
QCRN

(Quesnel Community Response Network)
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The Quesnel Community Response Network (QCRN) is a group of people and organizations who come together in the community to coordinate support and assistance services for adults who are experiencing abuse, neglect or self-neglect.
The QCRN will:

· Provide Education and Advocacy

· Promote Communication and Cooperation

· Develop a co-ordinated response to abuse, neglect, self-neglect

· Support the primary agencies in fulfilling their responsibilities

· Work towards prevention

· Keep track of how the response is working

Can I get involved?

YES! Anyone who has experienced or is concerned about abuse and neglect, as well as community organizations are welcome to become involved.  To become involved call Home and Community Care at 992-4360 or

Helen at 992-5330.

CONCERNS CAN BE REPORTED TO:
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Crisis Line (24 Hour)

992-9414
Home and Community Care

(Continuing Care)

992-4360
Community Living Services

(Ministry of Children & Family Development)

992-4267

Licensing Officer 

992-4155

Mental Health Centre

992-4288
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RESPONDING TO

ADULT ABUSE
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A Network to provide Support and Assistance to those at risk

QUESNEL 

COMMUNITY RESPONSE NETWORK

(QCRN) 
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