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Glossary of Terms

Abuse - deliberate mistreatment of an adult that causes the adult physical, mental, or emotional harm, or damage to or loss of assets.  Abuse takes many form including:

Physical Abuse - acts of violence or rough treatment, including slapping, shaking, punching or rough handling

Mental or Emotional Abuse (also referred to psychological abuse) - severe and continuing intimidation, humiliation, isolation and exclusion from events, activities and decision-making.  

Sexual Abuse - any unwanted or exploitive sexual behaviour, including harassing, assaulting or using adults for sexual purposes without their consent.  

Financial Abuse - misusing an adult's money and property, including taking money, property or possessions by coercion; influencing the making of a will; cashing cheques without authorization; using bank accounts without authorization; or misusing a power of attorney or representation agreement. 

Medication Abuse - withholding medication that the adult needs or giving too much or too little medication

Violation of Entitlements - Censoring mail, invading or denying privacy, denying access to visitors, restricting the movement of an adult, or withholding information to which the adult is entitled. 

Act - the Adult Guardianship Act.

Adult - anyone who has reached the age of 19 years of age and.

Assessment - an assessment of whether an adult is incapable of deciding not to accept the services proposed in a support and assistance plan.

Assessor - person(s) authorized by the Public Guardian and Trustee to do assessments.

Designated Agency - a public body, organization or person designated by regulation of the Public Guardian and Trustee for the purposes of Par 3 of the Act.

Practice Guidelines for Incapability Assessment - the guidelines approved by the Public Guardian and Trustee for the purposes of this regulation and Part 3 of the Act.

Representative - a person authorized by a representation agreement to make decisions on behalf of another

Neglect - any failure to provide necessary care, assistance, guidance or attention to an adult that causes the adult, or is reasonably likely to cause within a short time.

Self-Neglect - any failure of an adult to take care of himself or herself that causes, or is reasonably likely to cause within a short time serious physical or mental harm or substantial damage to or loss of assets.  

Support and Assistance plan - the plan developed under section 53 of the Act. 
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