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The community has been busy recently and the Vancouver Island CRN’s had their regional 

meeting in Parksville.

Late in March, CRN’s as from Powell River, Port Hardy, the Sunshine Coast and the rest of the island met and exchanged ideas. The conversation included the importance of “grassroots organizations“, persistence and advocacy.

The Duncan area is hoping to form a Network in the near future that would meet our Goldstream area border. If you have ideas that may assist our neighbours in Duncan, email csas@shawcable.com, attention J Budd.

Alison Leahey from the Public Guardian and Trustee Office discussed some of the proposed changes pending in the Patients Property Act and Adult Guardianship (part 2) and also the 

Power of Attorney Act and the Representation Agreement Act. The documents can be viewed

at www.ag.gov.bc.ca/legislation/guardianship/index.htm
Responses to the governments proposed changes should be submitted by April 30th 2004.

April Struthers reminded all of us that when social legislation is passed in our society, 

the impact of the legislation is not felt for approximately 30 years.
Hannah Services Inc.
Bray Avenue Residence, a contracted Community Living Services residence located in Langford, celebrated its sixth year anniversary on April 1, 2004.  The residence is a staffed resource

for high needs mentally challenged adults.  It currently provides residential and day program services.  Two female adults live in the home.   The anniversary event was celebrated with a 

morning of bowling for all staff and both clients as well as a pizza party for lunch.  It seemed 

to be thoroughly enjoyed by everyone who attended.  Community Living Services is the division 

of MCFD that supports mentally fragile adults who reside in community.

Bray Avenue Residence is owned by Hannah Services Inc of Colwood.

Sooke Seniors Drop in Centre is having a far less fattening feast with their

non-dinner event on April 31st!  Responses to date have raised over $1000.00. 

The Seniors Centre is also hosting the South Vancouver Island Conference of the 

Old Age Pensioner Organization on April 7th. Branches from Youbou, Lake Cowichan, Sidney 

and Victoria will be present.

On April 16th the Sooke Seniors Branch #88 is celebrating its 40th anniversary.

On May 1st the Centre will hold an indoor flea market.Tables will be $15.00, first come, first served.

The next CRN meeting takes place at the Drop In Centre, Sooke Road, 

Saturday, May 15th at 10.00am
The Sooke Seniors Activity Centre has a problem with the seniors activity bus

The fuel pump has broken and the repair cost is going to be in the region of $3500.00. 

Donations are welcomed and anyone who can assist the group in raising these funds please contact Kay Forde at 642 4662 or whforde@telus.net
Barb Benson of Victim Services reported that there aren’t any significant changes or 

events happening. 

The Sooke Food Bank however is always seeking donations as the need for assistance

 continues to grow.

The Goldstream Food Bank has handed out 1009 hampers between January and the end 

of March. Gayle Ireland stated that they had 91 new registrants and there is an increase in

OAP’s and P/T wage earners. Income Assistance cases are dropping. The 1009 hampers

helped to feed 2618 people, 1028 of which were children under the age of 16. Donations

 are always welcome.
Annie’s Place Receives Additional Funding!

Submitted by:

Susan D. Wright

Annie’s Place, Program Director
It has been a long tiring journey but our vision is finally being realized and the years

 of hard work by the Board of Directors, volunteers and staff have finally paid off.

Ida Chong, Minister of State for Women’s Services announced on Wednesday 

March 31,2004 that Sooke would be one of the twenty-four Transition Houses in the 

province to receive a needed budget lift.

We are thrilled to report that Annie’s Place will receive $46,263.00 additional funding 

dollars bringing our total provincial government funding to $94,629.00.

As Wendy Sinke, STHS Chair said in Thursday’s issue of the Times Colonist, “We can 

work miracles with that”.

Already the STHS Board of Directors and staff has begun looking into supplementary programs we have never been able to afford before, and of course additional relief

staff is a definite probability.

As always Volunteers for House Visits, Pager Relief, Child Minding, Transportation 

and Housecleaning are needed.  If you would like to hear more about volunteering at 

Annie’s Place, Transition House please contact Susan or Tracy at 642-2591

Sooke Works is happy to report that the Youth Visions Employment Program has been 

great success so far. The participants have been learning job search and job behaviour skills 

and have also been volunteering in the community. Five of the participants were featured in 

the Sooke Mirror serving lunch at Vital Vittles free Friday lunch. It is coming up to 3 months

of work experience.

Sooke Works is still offering Career Exploration, self-employment and Job Search workshops

to everyone. Drop by and see them anytime.

The Crisis Centre is always in need of many items. Sleeping bags, tents, tarps, and blankets re always needed. They may be dropped off at the Crisis Centre or at the Seniors Drop-in Centre. Millie Childers reported that the Gardening Club is also assisting the Crisis Centre. 

Jenny’s Olde Country Fare (the wonderful pies and goodies at many a grocery store and craft show) have been helping the Crisis Centre by giving them home made baking on a regular basis and also assisting the ladies whenever the need arises. Thanks Jenny and Allan. 

HYDRO bills are one of the new problems Joan is seeing.  Effective in May, people who have two late payments in their hydro payment history may be subject to a large ($200.00+), security deposit. Many people have experienced strange increases in their hydro bills and one had been disconnected 10 days before the hydro bill was due. Many people can not afford this and the Crisis Centre CANNOT assist with these bills.

The Crisis Centre is also seeking flexible part time volunteers. If you are able to assist, please call in and see Joan Titus.

The EMCS Garden Group and the ECMS Environmental Science Class have 

embarked on a special project and need some help. They are going to plant the berm separating the

high school’s new and beautiful playing field from the non so attractive gravel pit behind it. 

Forest products are donating the seedlings and tree planter Rod Nyberg is donating his time to 

instruct the students in the fine art of planting. Tree planting shovels are needed. If anyone, 

especially, any retired planters would be willing to loan their shovels they will be returned in good 

order when the project is completed. The ECMS students, when trained will also instruct a group 

middle school and possibly involve four elementary schools as well. The goal is to have a good portion 

of the school community to feeling ownership towards these trees. Fifteen shovels are needed and 

currently the students have the use of four. 

If you can help, please contact Anne Boquist at EMCS, 642 5211. Thanks.

Lifetime Networks Victoria is holding a Gala Dinner and Silent Auction at Uplands Golf

 Club on Friday May 14th.  If you are able to donate please contact Carlene.

For tickets or more information contact Carlene or Wendy-Sue

www.lnv.ca phone 250 477 4112   Fax  250 477 4457 
email info@lnv.ca
Sooke Fall Fair will be holding flea market sales in the Community Hall Dining Room the

 last Saturday of each month. Funds raised go towards the prizes at the Fall Fair. 

 For more information contact Lynda Nex, 642 3473.

Is your organization interested in the possible resurrection of an All Sooke Day Event?
 (minus logging sports). If so please have one representative from your organization contact

Eric Day, 642 3553 for require more information
Shirley Community Association is having a “Teddy Bear’s Picnic’ in Pioneer Park

on ‘Shirley Day’, Sunday August 22nd. Contact Sue Smee 646 2298

Target Theatre ....Can’t You Hear Me?

This is 4 plays about people’s dreams and desires in old age and the challenges 

they face trying to share them with their families. I hear it is great but I

was unable to make the production at Edward Milne on the 17th but it is on 

again at Prospect Lake Community Hall, April 24th    Info at 477 6054.

The Annual Rotary Auction, and Spring Expo takes place

on Saturday 24th April at SEAPARC arena. The Craft sale is from 10.00am- 5.00pm, 

the Silent Auction from 10.00am-7.00pm. The Live Auction starts at 7.30pm.

The Rotary Club has assisted Transition House, the Sooke Museum, Whiffin Spit Park,

 
the Skateboard Park and many other organizations. Please support this event.

Spring Into Health

On the weekend of May 8th and 9th there is a Wellness Fair at EMCS, a performance by the 

Sooke Community Choir and theatre presentation from the Stage West Group. 

Buy an all event ticket, save money and support the community. 

A great Mother’s Day treat, entertaining, educational and very enjoyable.

For those of you who would like to know more about CRN’s, and

     The BC Foundation to Support Community Response to Adult Abuse and Neglect



please check out the BC CRN web site www.bc.crns.ca

If you have any ideas, contributions, suggestions or questions please contact me

Gillian Kadiri
 250 642 2804 (feel free to leave message)

Or email:  gilly@pacificcoast.net
See you on the 15th of May?
